When Time shall have softened passion and prejudice,
when Reason shall have stripped the mask from misrepresentation,
then Justice, holding evenly her scales, will require

much of past censure and praise to change places.

Radha binod Pal

HOMAGE

Dr. Radha binod Pal assumed duty in the Fifth Month of the Year Showa 21 (May,
1946) as a judge representing India at the International Military Tribunal for the Far
East established in Tokyo. During the judgeship, the verdict being handed down in the
Eleventh Month of the Year Showa 23 (November, 1948), he devoted all his energies
to the perusal of innumerable books and documents, attempting to obtain a fair and
disinterested view of the period that the indictment was declared to cover.

Of all the eleven judges sitting on the bench, each representing his country, Dr. Pal
was by far the most outstanding not only in his erudition of international law but in his
resolution to achieve justice of law and his profound insight into civilization as well.

Dr. Pal detected that the tribunal, commonly known as the Tokyo Trial, was none
other than formalized vengeance sought with arrogance by the victorious Allied Powers
upon a defeated Japan. He attested that the prosecution instigated by the Allies was
replete with misconceptions of facts, being therefore groundless. Consequently, he
submitted a voluminous separate opinion recommending that each and every one of
the accused be found not guilty of each and every one of the charges in the indictment.

With, as the concluding part of his judgment foresaw, the Allies’ craze for
retaliation cooling down and the biased outlook on history being corrected, the
insightful view presented by Dr. Pal has now gained recognition which it should
deserve in the academic circle of international law.

Paying homage to the bravery and dedication of Dr. Pal, who with consistency
attempted to defend justice of law and reason of history, we, with humbleness,
establish his monument here, so that his invaluable words shall be remembered in
the mind of the Japanese people and that his unparalleled accomplishment shall gain
prevalence with eternity.

25th, the Sixth Month,

the Year of Heisei 17
(June 25, 2005)

Nambu Toshiaki
Chief Priest
Yasukuni Jinja
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